
Celtic Source 4 

Magical Infants 

1. Animals and Incarnation. 

- Herodotus, The History of Herodotus, Book 2, 123, ed. G.C. Macaulay: 

. . . the Egyptians are also the first who reported the doctrine that the soul of man is 
immortal, and that when the body dies, the soul enters into another creature which chances 
then to be coming to the birth, and when it has gone the round of all the creatures of land 
and sea and of the air, it enters again into a human body as it comes to the birth; and that it 
makes this round in a period of three thousand years. This doctrine certain Hellenes 
adopted, some earlier and some later, as if it were of their own invention, and of these men I 
know the names but I abstain from recording them. 



2. The Irish Children. 

- Deirdre, from The Book of Leinster (12th century), translated by Douglas Hyde: 

Once upon a time Conor son of Fachtna, and the nobles of the Red Branch, went to a feast 
to the house of Feidhlim the son of Doll, the king's principal storyteller, and the king and 
people were merry and lighthearted, eating that feast in the house of the principal storyteller, 
with gentle music of the musicians, and with the melody of the voices of the bards and the 
ollavs, with the delight of the eloquence and ancient tales of the sages, and of those who 
read the keenes (?) written on flags and books; listening to the prognostications of the druids 
and of those who numbered the moon and stars. And at the time when the assembly were 
merry and pleasant one-with-another, it chanced that Feidhlim's wife bore a beautiful well-
shaped daughter, during the feast. Up rises expeditiously the gentle Cathfaidh, the head-
druid of Erin, who chanced to be present in the assembly at that time, and a bundle of his 
ancient (?) fairy books in his left hand with him, and out he goes on the horder of the rath 
and falls to minutely observing and closely scrutinizing the clouds of the air, the position of 
the stars, and the age of the moon, to get a prognostication and a knowledge of the fate that 
was in store for the child who was there born. Cathfaidh then returns quickly to all, in 
presence of the king, and told them an omen and a prophecy, that many hurts and losses 
should come to the province of Ulster on account of the girl that was there born. 

- Conchobor, from The Celtic Heroic Age, ed. John Koch: 





 

3. The Tal-y-llyn Hoard (c. 300 BC) 



 






